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Residence Permit

US citizens in possession of a valid US passport do not need a visa for airport transit, tourist or business trips for stays up to 90 days. All persons who wish to stay in Germany for more than 90 days are required to obtain a residence permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis), of which there are now two types. You can only apply for one of them at the local Ausländerbehörde. The two types of residence permits are limited and unlimited:

1) Aufenthaltserlaubnis 

limited residence permit with appropriation


How to get a limited residence permit:
The rules for what you need to get a limited residence permit vary somewhat from place to place and according to your status. You'll certainly need:

· a valid passport

· proof that you have a place to live

· proof that you can support yourself (Gehaltsabrechnungen, Arbeitsbescheinigung; …)

· no reason for eviction (e.g. offence – police certificate of good character can be requested)

· 1 biometric photograph
Other things you may need include:
· proof that you have a critical skill

· proof that you are married

· proof that you have independent means or a pension

· proof of health insurance.

2) Niederlassungserlaubnis 
unlimited permit of stay without appropriation

How to get a unlimited residence permit: 
An unlimited residence permit can be only be granted if you have had a limited residence permit for 5 years without interruption and are able to communicate in German. You’ll certainly need:
· a valid passport

· work permit ('Erlaubnis zur Ausübung einer Beschäftigung')

· form 'Arbeitgeberbescheinigung' (certificate of employer) or other proof of income (e.g. notification of unemployment benefit/assistance)
· proof of health insurance
· form 'Wohnraumerklärung' (housing certificate) completed by your landlord
· 1 biometric photograph
· An unlimited residence permit cannot be granted to anyone receiving benefits in accordance with the Code of Social Law II and XII ('Sozialgesetzbuch II und XII').
FOR FUTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK OUR FILE FOLDER 
‘NEWCOMER ASSISTANCE SERVICE’ IN THE  DAI LIBRARY
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FIND YOUR WAY IN HEIDELBERG

Useful Contacts and Links

Bürgeramt Mitte

Bergheimer Str. 69
Tel. 06221 58-47980

    Monday & Friday 8-12 h

Ausländerbehörde

69115 Heidelberg

Fax 06221 58-49150

    Tuesday & Thursday 8-16 h





PO Box 10 55 20

Email buergeramt@heidelberg.de
    Wednesday 8-17.30 h





69045 Heidelberg

Homepage www.heidelberg.de
    Servicepoint in room 101 

howtogermany.com
This online information resource for expatriates in Germany tells you everything you need to know about living and working in Germany as a foreigner.
germany.usembassy.gov
Official homepage of the U.S. Embassies in Germany, providing useful information on legal matters.

germany.info
Official homepage of the German Missions in the United States, providing useful information about the Federal Rebublic of Germany.
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