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-Paying Taxes in Germany-

	Income tax liability

	Employees residing at least 51% of the year in the Federal Republic of Germany are fully liable for income tax. This may be paid throughout the year and is commonly deducted from your pay check by your employer. Tax returns may be filed at the end of the financial year. If an individual is subject to German tax, most sources of income are generally taxable.


	Wage tax (Lohnsteuer)
	
	Income tax (Einkommensteuer)

	· Lohnsteuer is withheld by your income provider, who directly pays your contribution to the Finanzamt (tax office).

· It is comparable to the income tax withheld shown on the U.S. Form W-2
	
	· Income from other sources, e.g. self-employment, fees for services, rent collections, investments and the like) fall under Einkommensteuer (income tax). 

· Taxpayers themselves must pay Einkommensteuer directly to the Finanzamt.




Income Tax Card (Lohnsteuerkarte)


Income tax cards for employees are issued upon request at your Local Administration Office by telephone, in person or in writing.


Which municipality is responsible for issuing an income tax card?

· For unmarried or separated employees: the municipality where the employee had his/her principle residence on September 20th of the preceding year.

· For married employees whose spouses are fully liable for income tax: the municipality where both spouses had their common principle residence on September 20th of the preceding year or – if they reside in different places – the municipality where the older spouse has his/her principal residence.

· For married employees whose spouses are not fully liable for income tax, for example when living abroad: the municipality where the employee had his/her principal residence on September 20th of the preceding year or – if the employee moved from abroad to Germany after September 20th – the municipality where s/he had her/his first principal residence.

The Tax office (Finanzamt) and your Tax Assessment (Steuerbeschied)

File an income tax return, including all sources of income to determine your total tax liability. Deducted from your total tax liability are any wage tax withholding and provisional payments, in order to determine any possible tax refund entitlements or further necessary payments. The tax assessment is usually issued by the Finanzamt between two and six months from the date the return is filed. No payment will be due before receipt of the tax assessment notice.
FOR FUTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK OUR FILE FOLDER 
‘NEWCOMER ASSISTANCE SERVICE’ IN THE DAI LIBRARY

	Useful Contacts and Links



	Bürgeramt Mitte

Führerscheinstelle
	Bergheimer Str. 69

69115 Heidelberg

PO Box 10 55 20

69045 Heidelberg
	Tel. 06221 58-47980

Fax 06221 58-49150

Email: buergeramt@heidelberg.de
Homepage: www.heidelberg.de 


	Monday & Friday 8-12 h Tuesday & Thursday 8-16 h

Wednesday 8-17.30 h

Servicepoint in room 101

	Finanzamt Heidelberg
	Maßstrasse 32

69123 Heidelberg
	Tel. 06221 7365-0

Homepage: www.fa-heidelberg.de

	Mon, Tue, Thu 07.30 - 15.30 h

Wed 07.30-15.30 h

Fri 07.30-12.00 h



	howtogermany.com
	This online information resource for expatriates in Germany tells you everything you need to know about living and working in Germany as a foreigner.



	germany.usembassy.gov
	Official homepage of the U.S. Embassies in Germany


[image: image1.emf]NEWCOMER ASSISTANCE SERVICE

FIND YOUR WAY IN HEIDELBERG
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