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-American Driver’s License-

	May I drive a vehicle in Germany?

	Whether holders of U.S. driver’s licenses are legally permitted to drive on German roads is dependent on their length of stay.


	Stays of 364 days or less

	U.S. citizens planning to stay less than a year may legally drive in Germany for up to 364 days on their U.S. driver's license.

Important: Go to your local drivers’ registration office (“Führerscheinstelle”) to inform the authority that you want to continue driving in Germany on your U.S. license until your departure. This must be carried out within the first six months of your arrival. To do so, you’ll need:

· An official translation of your U.S. driver's license 

· Proof that you are leaving Germany before a year has passed (a return ticket to the U.S. or a work contract with an expiration date within the year, etc.)


	Stays of more than 364 days

	U.S. driver's license holders must be in possession of a German license six months after entering the country if they wish to continue driving on German roads and are planning to stay for longer than 364 days.

Getting a German license

Are you a U.S. driver’s license holder from one of these states?

ALABAMA
IDAHO

LOUISIANA

OKLAHOMA

WEST VIRGINIA
ARIZONA
INDIANA
MASSACHUSETTS

PENNSYLVANIA

WASHINGTON STATE
ARKANSAS
IOWA

MICHIGAN

SOUTH CAROLINA
WISCONSIN
COLORADO
KANSAS

NEW MEXICO

SOUTH DAKOTA

WYOMING
DELAWARE
KENTUCKY
OHIO


UTAH, VIRGINIA

PUERTO RICO

If so – You are exempt from the practical (road) and theoretical (written) tests required for a German driver’s license. Go to your local drivers’ registration office (“Führerscheinstelle”) to apply for a German driver’s license. 

You will usually need:

	· An official identification document such as a passport;

· A residency registration certificate from the Einwohnermeldeamt;
· The original U.S. license together with an official German translation;
	· A statement from the applicant that the license is still valid

· A recent photograph (35mm x 45 mm)

· Results of a recent eye test



	If not – You must take a written test in order to receive a German driver’s license.  Contact your local driving school and drivers’S registration office (“Führerscheinstelle”) for further information. 


FOR FUTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CHECK OUR FILE FOLDER 
‘NEWCOMER ASSISTANCE SERVICE’ IN THE DAI LIBRARY
	Useful Contacts and Links



	Bürgeramt Mitte

Führerscheinstelle
	Bergheimer Str. 69

69115 Heidelberg

PO Box 10 55 20

69045 Heidelberg
	Tel. 06221 58-47980

Fax 06221 58-49150

Email: buergeramt@heidelberg.de
Homepage www.heidelberg.de
	    Monday & Friday 8-12 h

    Tuesday & Thursday 8-16 h

Wednesday 8-17.30 h

    Servicepoint in room 101

	germany.info
	Official homepage of the German Missions in the United States, providing useful information about the Federal Republic of Germany.



	germany.usembassy.gov
	Official homepage of the U.S. Embassies in Germany, providing useful information on legal matters.
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FIND YOUR WAY IN HEIDELBERG

    

Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut 		Sofienstrasse 12		Tel. 06221 607415�Heidelberg. Das Haus der Kultur.		69225 Heidelberg		Email biblio@dai-heidelberg.de












